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seat in the Cabinet, as it will enable you to give more efficient aid
to the Government in the House of Commons.

The Queen has been pleased to approve of my recommendation
and my colleagues will receive you with great cordiality among
them.

I have proposed to the Queen that the transfer of the seals of
the Duchy from Lord Clarendon to you should take place the month
after next, and I will write to inform you of Her Majesty's pleasure
in this respect.

It only remains to say that I have great pleasure in making to
you this communication,

I remain,

Yours Faithfully,
RUSSELL.

Lord Russell, who was born in 1792, was one of the last remaining
links with the great Whig families of the eighteenth century. In
early life he had been an intimate friend of the Duke of Wellington
and he was, too, one of Lady Blessington's circle at Seamore Place.
His Government fell in June, 1866, on the question of a borough
franchise based on rating instead of rental. On June 27 Gladstone
wrote to Goschen.

MY BEAR GOSCHEN,

I thank you sincerely for your letter. Certainly I am glad that
the pain of the few days which closed with yesterday is now to be
removed* I am also glad to feel convinced that those who most
wished we should accept the vote of confidence, will one by one
acquiesce mentally in, and at the last, cordially approve the course
which has been taken. There is no power on earth, I think, that
could have made me budge, but it was an immense comfort to be
sustained by the judgment of several friends of the Cabinet, as well
as by the kind indulgence of all.

Lord Russell was succeeded by a Derby-Disraeli Ministry,
which lasted for only a short time: in December, 1868, at the
General Election, Gladstone was returned to power by a large
majority.

When Gladstone's Ministry fell in 1874, the great majority of
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